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By Diane Joy Schmidt 

I recently tuned in to “Native America 
&DOOLQJ�´�:KDW�,�KHDUG��LW�ZDV�OLNH�D�OLJKW�
FDPH�RQ��LW�EURNH�RSHQ�P\�KHDUW��,�IRXQG�
a new spiritual insight listening to that 
UDGLR�VKRZ��$QG�,�ZDV�KDYLQJ�D�YHU\�GDUN�
day. 

The guest was musician Keith Secola 
�2MLEZD���IURP�0LQQHVRWD��EHVW�NQRZQ�IRU�
his song NDN Kars. The recorded program 
can be found online at https://soundcloud.
com/native-america-calling��������������³$�
&RQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�.HLWK�6HFROD�´�
5DGLR�KRVW�7DUD�*DWHZRRG��,VOHWD��DVNHG�

6HFROD�WR�WDON�DERXW�1'1�.DUV��+H�VDLG��
³7KH�VRQJ�RULJLQDOO\�VWDUWHG�DV�D�JUDI¿WL�
on a bathroom wall in Winton, MN, they 
carved it a little derogatory. I wanted to turn 
LW�DURXQG��WKH�VSHOOLQJ��EDFN�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�
��¶V�ZKHQ�,�ZURWH�WKLV�VRQJ��1�'�1��ZLWK�
the spelling phonetically,  changed it to 
something that would give you strength or 
power, that richness of something that you 
FRXOGQ¶W�VHH��WKDW�EHORQJV�WR�DOO�RI�XV��3HRSOH�
would say, ‘Did you write that song about 
P\�XQFOH¶V�FDU��RU�P\�VLVWHU¶V�FDU��RU�P\�
GDG¶V�FDU"¶�,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V��WKH�VRQJ�EHFRPHV�
PHWDSK\VLFDO«´

The song has become a national anthem 

for Native peoples, the most requested song 
on Native radio in the U.S. and Canada for 
almost three decades.

Secola explained what he was doing, 
VD\LQJ��³7KHUH¶V�D�ORW�RI�LURQ\�ZH¶UH�XVLQJ�LQ�
RSSUHVVRU¶V�ODQJXDJH�WR�XQ�RSSUHVV�RXU-
VHOYHV��WR�JLYH�KXPDQLW\�EDFN�WR�RXUVHOYHV��
,�WKLQN�KXPRU�LV�D�SRUWDO��LV�D�NH\��WR�SDVV�
through, because you have to reach a higher 
level of understanding. This is our special 
KXPRU��OLNH��FDOOHUV��VDLG��LW�EHORQJV�WR�XV��

“When I wrote ‘Put an Indian Power 
VWLFNHU�RQ�KLV�EXPSHU��WKDW¶V�ZKDW�KROGV�WKH�
FDU�WRJHWKHU�¶�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW¶V�DV�PHWDSKRULF�
as that, something that we understand, a 
FRGH��EXW�LW¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�MXVW�GRHVQ¶W�
EHORQJ�WR�DQ\�SHUVRQ�RU�DQ\ERG\��VR�LW¶V�D�
beautiful thing—when I hear non-Native 
EDQGV�FRYHU�WKDW�VRQJ�WRR��LW¶V�UHDOO\�TXLWH�

EHDXWLIXO�´�
$V�6HFROD�WDONHG�IULHQGV�VWDUWHG�WR�FDOO�LQ��

IURP�0LQQHVRWD�WR�*DOOXS�WR�6RXWK�'DNRWD�
WR�6KLSURFN��2QH�FDOOHU�WROG�KLP�KRZ�VKH�
ZDV�GULYLQJ�DORQJ�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�FUDFNV�LQ�
her windshield when the song came on the 
radio, and hearing the song made her proud. 

An Indian car comes to be, when there 
LV�QR�PRQH\�WR�¿[�LW�XS��/DWHU��LW�HQGV�XS�LQ�
the yard getting cannibalized for parts, and 
enjoys a second life as a a vehicle of the 
LPDJLQDWLRQ��7KDW¶V�D�VWURQJ�LPDJH��DQG�LW¶V�
something no way a white person is going 
to be able culturally appropriate, this image 
RI�D�EURNHQ�GRZQ�,QGLDQ�FDU²VRPHWKLQJ�VR�
beloved, loved, in and for its humanity. 
6WLOO��ZKHQ�WKLV�ZRPDQ�FDOOHG�LQ�DQG�WDON-

HG�DERXW�KHU�FUDFNHG�ZLQGVKLHOG��WKLV�ZKLWH�
listener made a connection, with something 
LQ�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKDW¶V�
important when two peoples might see 
something, hear each other. I was suddenly 
UHPLQGHG�RI�WKH�VRQJ�³$QWKHP�´�E\�/HRQDUG�
Cohen. It has a similar irony and strength in 
EURNHQQHVV��&RKHQ�VDQJ��

Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.

,W¶V�QRW�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�WKH\¶UH�
WDONLQJ�DERXW��EXW�LQ�D�ZD\�LW�LV��6HFROD�
sings:

My car is dented
The radiator steams
One headlight don’t work
The radio can scream
I got a sticker
It says “Indian Power”
I stuck it on my bumper
That’s what holds my car together
We’re on the circuit of an Indian dream
We don’t get old
We just get younger
:KHQ�ZH¶UH�À\LQJ�GRZQ�WKH�KLJKZD\
Riding in our Indian Cars.

6HFROD¶V�ZRUGV�VSHDN�ZLWK�D�VRDULQJ�SR-
etic genius and wit, when he sings, ‘Indian 
3RZHU²WKDW¶V�ZKDW�KROGV�P\�FDU�WRJHWKHU�¶�
Next to that, Cohen almost sounds prosaic, 
³WKDW¶V�KRZ�WKH�OLJKW�JHWV�LQ�´��%RWK�DGGUHVV�
VSLULWXDOLW\��ZLWK�&RKHQ¶V�ZRUGV�GUDZQ�
from the Kabbalah.  Both Secola and Cohen 
ZURWH�WKHLU�VRQJV�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�¶��¶V��QHLWKHU�
song was produced until 1992, and both are 
anthems, one for Natives, the other for many 
Jewish people in North America.
:K\�,¶P�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�FRQQHFWLQJ�WKHVH�

two poets is so important is because they 
ERWK�DFKLHYH�D�EUHDNWKURXJK²WKH\�EUHDN�
WKURXJK�WKH�RSSUHVVLYH�WKLQNLQJ�RI�ZKDW�KDV�
RYHU�FHQWXULHV�FRPH�WR�EH�VRPH�NLQG�RI�UH-
OLJLRXV�IDQDWLFLVP�WKDW�KDV�WDNHQ�KROG�RI�RXU�
world, in the Abrahamic religions, because, 
LI�\RX�ORRN�EDFN��LW�UHDOO\�ZDVQ¶W�WKHUH�LQ�WKH�
original—it got layered on.

And then, it happened, on that radio show, 
Keith shared a few bars of a new song he 
MXVW�ZURWH��³(YHU\ERG\¶V�PRYLQJ��(YHU\-
ERG\¶V�PRYLQJ�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ�´�
7KDW�ZHHN¶V�7RUDK�SRUWLRQ��/HFK�/¶FKD��

Genesis 12:1í�������LV�DERXW�WKH�VDPH�
WKLQJ��,Q�WKH�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ��HDFK�ZHHN�
D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�)LYH�%RRNV�RI�0RVHV�LV�
studied in synagogues over the course of a 
year. God tells Abram, “Go forth from your 
land and from your birthplace and from your 
IDWKHU¶V�KRXVH��WR�WKH�ODQG�WKDW�,�ZLOO�VKRZ�
\RX�´�

These texts have different commentaries 
JRLQJ�EDFN�FHQWXULHV��“*R�IRUWK�´�VSHDNV�
to the divine calling us. Rabbi Menachem 
Feldman writes that the Kabbalah teaches, 
“that the soul reaches greater heights than 
LW�ZRXOG�LI�LW�KDG�QHYHU�HPEDUNHG�RQ�WKH�
MRXUQH\�´�*RG�GRHVQ¶W�WHOO�$EUDP�ZKHUH�KH¶V�
going, just, to a new situation.

There are still ways for us all to get 
KXPEOH��0D\EH��ZH�FRXOG�¿QG�SHDFH�ZKLOH�
GULYLQJ�ZLWK�D�FUDFNHG�ZLQGVKLHOG�OLVWHQLQJ�
to NDN Kars on the radio. 

     
 

:LQGVKLHOG�&UDFNV��+RZ�WKH�/LJKW�*HWV�,Q
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